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OCEA-X
Vertical Heat Pump

Our Cordless Pool Cleaner is powered by Freedrive 

Technology and navigates using i-MAPPING 

Technology for accurate mapping of a pool. 

The advanced Freedrive Technology makes the 

cleaner completely rechargeable and negates the 

need for an umbilical cable unlike traditional pool 

cleaners. The Robot can be left to run autonomously, 

cleaning your pool when the pool is out of use.  

Saving time and money. 

OTHER

FEATURES:
�   Up to 8 hr runtime which will perform  

multiple clean cycles on your pool

�   No cable, no caddy

�   Cleaning cycle can be adjusted for your pool size

�   Eco mode for light cleaning longer battery life

�   i-MAPPING technology for pools  
of any shape

�   Can clean pool bottom only or pool bottom, walls and waterline

APPLICATIONS: 
�   Suitable for residental and commercial pools

�    Indoor and outdoor pools

�   All types of pool surface even Perspex or glass vertical walls

TURBO MODE
120% capacity to heat up    
20% reduction of initial heating time

SMART MODE
Runs smartly at 20~100% capacity according 
to the real-time temperature gap

SILENCE MODE
Automatically adjusts at  
20%-60% capacity

Our TurboSilence Full Inverter is optimized and perfectly balances the inverter-compressor control 

system with its heat exchanging technology, bringing Turbo performance and super low noise operation.

Averaging 15x quieter than other heatpumps, the model comes with Mitsubishi twin-rotatory compressor 

with special soundproofing, minimising background noise – perfect for public spaces.

Fully stocked in the UK and 
available through Ocea UK.

Prices starting from £899 retail 
(inc VAT). Prices may vary.

FEATURES:
�   Turbo/ Smart/ Silence Mode Selection

�   Shows real-time power consumption

�   Operating Air Temperature:  
-15̊ C/+43̊ C

�   Built-in Wi-Fi for live monitoring and control

�   3x energy saving, COP up to 16.3

�   Salt water compatible

�   Full range 10KW – 35KW

APPLICATIONS:
�   Residential and commercial pools:  

size range 20m3–160m3

�   Indoor and outdoor Pools

OCEA-X
Cordless Pool Cleaner

Fully stocked in the UK and available 
through Ocea UK. Prices start  from 

just £3,185 retail  (incl VAT)

Sales: 01993 707910       |       Email: sales@oceacovers.com       |       www.oceauk.com 

� Full-Inverter Technology

� 10x quieter than traditional dehumidifiers 

� Double energy saving

� Compact size 

� Centrifugal fan 

� Models from 40L/24hrs up to 80L/24hrs

NEW ARRIVAL

OCEA-X 
Compact 

Full-inverter 
Dehumidifier

APPROVED
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For over 30 years Wrightfield have been 
at the forefront of bespoke stainless 
streel innovation. Unleashing fluid 
versatility on both domestic  
and commercial projects.   
From Olympic size pools to 
Moving Pool Floors, we have  
a stainless-steel solution.   

D ESI GN  |   MANU FAC TU RE  |   I NSTA L L

ELEVATE YOUR 
SWIM. LIMITLESS 
POSSIBILITIES.

01379 872800
wrightfieldpools.co.uk

MOVABLE POOL 
FLOORS

STAINLESS STEEL 
SWIMMING POOLS

Combines strength, 
durability and excellent 
corrosion resistance.

Utilise the extra floor 
space or vary the depth 
to suit you.
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We proudly present the 
2023 edition of The Deep 
End – a unique and 

valuable resource for those involved 
as operators or suppliers in the 
delivery of commercial swimming 
pool, spa and wellness sectors.

The Deep End aims to offer 
a concise and timely annual 
performance review of the 
commercial market for publicly 
operated and privately run water 
leisure facilities including local 
authority pools, holiday location 
pools, leisure clubs, hotels, schools 
and the wellness sector.

Crucially, we focus on the teams 
and the products that are making 
a difference, feauring key products 
designed to improve the energy 
and eco-efficiency of aquatic 
venues. 

We focus on the leading 
specialist builders in the pool 
sector as we celebrate some 
stand-out commercial projects and 
commercial pool locations in the 

annual UK Pool & Spa Awards. 
We are once again honoured 

to collaborate with The Leisure 
Database company, the leisure 
intelligence experts, who have 
given generous permission to 
pinpoint selective key segments 
from their prestigious State Of The 
Industry Report. 

We hear about the vital work of 
the Pool Water Treatment Advisory 
Group as we back Swim England 
with their ten-year goal for a 
healthier nation while praising the 
vital difference for many priceless 
pool icons through the work of the 
Historic Pools of Britain. 

We hope you will keep the 2023 
issue of The Deep End as your 
handy guide to market trends and 
your fast-track route to timely and 
cost-efficient product solutions for 
commercial swimming pools. 

The 2023 Deep End is published by Waterland 
Media Ltd in conjunction with the market-
leading Pool & Spa SCENE magazine and the UK 
Pool & Spa Awards. 

Tel. +44 (0)1353 666663
www.poolandspascene.com
Email. info@thewaterlandgroup.com

Front cover is courtesy of Nuffield Health.
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Christina Connor - Editor, The 2023 Deep End
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2022 THE DEEP END

FUTURE-PROOFING 
POOLS

S T A T E  O F  T H E  U K  S W I M M I N G  I N D U S T R Y  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3 

Driving 
participation 
means broadening 
your audience and 
maximising use of 
your space.
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Leisure DB’s State of the UK 
Swimming Industry Report 2023 
is out now, and it makes for 
fascinating reading.

With the precarious state of the 
UK’s swimming pool stock, Leisure 
DB’s sector-leading report puts 
hard numbers behind the headlines: 
openings and closures, pool counts 
and locations, top operators, pricing 
changes.

Key findings this year include a 
continued decline in pool stock: 
overall pool count is down -0.8% 
and the number of sites with pools 
down -1.8%, with the decrease more 
notable in the private than the 
public sector. Not large numbers 
at face value, perhaps, but as the 
continuation of an ongoing decline, 
nonetheless significant.

By number of sites with a pool, 
GLL is the UK’s #1 public sector pool 
operator, Nuffield Health #1 in the 

private sector.
Other findings include 51 per 

cent of all public sector pools 
being managed by a trust, and an 
average public sector pay-per-
swim fee that’s passed £5 for the 
first time.

All of this, of course, is the sort of 
data you’d expect from Leisure DB’s 
reports, which for many years have 

provided accurate, granular views 
of the supply-side to the industry. 
What you might not expect – and 
new to this year’s report – is an 
enlightening deep dive into the 
stories behind the statistics, with 
an incredible line-up of operators, 
suppliers and sector experts offering 
their thoughts on the trends shaping 
the sector.
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   So much of what our industry 
is doing right now is not fit for a 
zero carbon future.

LEISURE FACILITY BREAKDOWN
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One big trend this year is that 
operators are upping the ante on 
swimming lessons, both to meet 
souring post-pandemic demand 
and to maximise revenues to keep 
pools viable.

RETENTION FOCUS
“My challenge to operators: if you 

want to drive participation, it’s time 
to look at things from a user needs 
perspective and be less rigid in your 
approach,” says Marc Jones, head 

of customer experience at Fitronics.
Speaking of a previous role where 

he worked for a group of leisure 
centres, heading up retention and 
sales, Jones says: “We’d done lots of 
retention work in the gym, boosting 
gym floor interaction, then received 
Swim England funding for a range 
of projects including retention in 
swimming.

“We took learnings from the gym 
and brought interaction to the 
poolside, with coaches at each end 

Private swimming 
lessons are a 
creative way to 
maximise pool 
revenues.

“We hope to support
our sector as it moves 
to futureproof the vital, 
lifesaving resource that 
pools represent.”
HEIDI BLACKBURN  
COO, Leisure DB
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offering tips and technique. They 
were private swim trainers and did 

it for free to promote their services. 
We also introduced swimming 
inductions and programmes to give 
people structure. And it worked: 
we carried on those initiatives even 
after the funding ended.

“We also looked at barriers 
to participation, with body 
consciousness a big one. If you’d 
rather swim in a T-shirt, why 
shouldn’t you? It’s time old-
fashioned pool rules were relaxed 
and swimming made more fun, 
interesting and engaging. 

Dynamic pricing
“We introduced dynamic pricing, 

too, making swimming cheaper and 
more accessible at quiet times and 
more expensive at peak times.

“Of course, driving participation 
also means broadening your 
audience and maximising use of 
your space. Only ever getting the 
same limited group of regulars 
swimming lengths? Consider laying 
the pool out differently throughout 
the day to suit each daypart’s user 
groups – and those you’d like to 
attract.”

Space & Place’s Keith Ashton 
offers a reality check around our 
environmental impact. “There isn’t 
a sports facility nor swimming pool 
being designed or built today that 
isn’t envisaged to still be standing 
in 2050,” he says, “yet so much of 
what our industry is doing right now 
is not fit for a zero carbon future. 

“Across the UK, there are local 
authorities where over 50 per cent 
of their total carbon emissions are 
discharged just through their leisure 
buildings.”

REVENUE BOOST
Referencing a recent project that 

achieved a 50 per cent saving on 
water use, a 70 per cent reduction 
in energy, and zero in-use carbon, 
he adds: “This was no ordinary 
project, yet this approach needs to 
become ordinary. Quite simply, we 
must all agree – right now – that 
sustainability-focused investment 

“Across the UK, there 
are local authorities 
where over 50 per 
cent of their total 
carbon emissions are 
discharged just through 
their leisure buildings.”

83.1%
of the total UK population 
live within 2 miles of a 
swimming pool.
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“Our fully-booked 
courses serve 5,000 
students a week.”

today is good for our future.”
“The market for private swimming 

classes is categorically there,” 
says Swimming Nature founder 
and director Eduardo Ferré. “This 
is a product customers want, and 
the customer is always right. Our 
fully-booked courses serve 5,000 
students a week. We’ve even taken 
over struggling pools and turned 
them into success stories based 
around private lessons.”

He continues: “Most gym 
operators offer personal training 
for those seeking personalised, 
specialist fitness support from an 
upskilled coach. It’s a great revenue 
driver for the gym and meets a clear 
consumer need. Private swimming 
lessons are exactly the same.

“It’s a creative way to maximise 
pool revenues, serve the community 
and ultimately keep pools open. It 
doesn’t need to be at the expense 
of group swimming classes or other 
pool-based activities, either. 

“Now more than ever, operators 
must capitalise on every opportunity 
to make pools sustainable.”

Purchase your copy of the State of the UK Swimming 
Industry Report 2023 now, or download the free swimming 
Spotlight report, at leisuredb.com/publications

GET THE FULL STORY



How sustainable are its build, operations
and revenue streams? Have you maximised
its capacity and satisfi ed every user group?

Leisure DB’s State of the UK Swimming
Industry Report 2023 shines a light on these 
topics, and more, as operators, suppliers
and sector experts dive into the stories and 
trends behind the stats.

And of course, you’ll fi nd all the stats right here 
too, from openings and closures to pool counts 
and locations, pricing changes to private and 
public sector rankings.

Want to know what’s going on in the UK’s 
swimming pool sector? Look no further than 
Leisure DB’s State of the UK Swimming Industry 
Report 2023.

Purchase your copy now, or download our FREE swimming 
Spotlight report at leisuredb.com/publications

How future-proofed is
your swimming pool?

The Deep End 250x176-6.indd   1The Deep End 250x176-6.indd   1 22/08/2023   13:1422/08/2023   13:14



◊ Commercial dosing and controls
◊ Full online remote access
◊ UK based support centre
◊ Complete package available
◊ Intuitive controls and set up
◊ Models for all pools
◊ Supply of all associated chemicals
◊ Online spare parts identifier

The Independent Specialist Distributor

www.lighthousepools.co.uk
sales@lighthousepools.co.uk

01752 253525
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L I G H T H O U S E  P O O L S
E. info@lighthousepools.co.uk
T. 01752 253525
www.lighthousepools.co.uk

Lighthouse Pools is a long-
time established swimming 
pool equipment distributor 
and manufacturer based in 
Plymouth, Devon. 

With strong roots in all aspects 
of swimming pool design and 
equipment specification, they 
are renowned for their product 
technical knowledge and friendly 
customer approach. Due to this 
trusted reputation, many global 
equipment manufacturers have 
targeted Lighthouse to become their 
UK trade partners. This demand has 
given rise to Lighthouse’s expansion 
into the supply and support of 
many established products for the 
commercial pool market. 

Alongside the distribution 
of swimming pool equipment, 
Lighthouse’s other business arm is 
in the design and manufacture of 
its own specialist in-house brand, 
HeatForm which includes an 
innovative panel pool system, an elite 
counter current jet and a playfully 
attractive above ground slatted 
cover system. 

The HeatForm insulated panel pool 
system, using encapsulated insulation 
from recycled plastic, has become 

the UK’s number one choice for 
swim schools and small commercial 
pools. Its flexible, freestanding 
structure and eco-credentials offer 
ease of installation and vital cost 
savings for customers. Jo Warner, 
the Business Development Manager 
for The Puddleducks swim school 
franchise Ltd recently commented: 
“The insulation was one of the main 
reasons we chose the HeatForm pool 
and will use it in future builds, but also 
the fact that it is floor standing so 
can be used in a variety of locations, 
and the easy access underneath 

makes maintenance very simple.  This 
one, for example, is in a retail unit in a 
shopping centre!” (see next page)

Velocity, a world beating hydraulic 
counter current designed for the 
modern athlete offers a variety of 
unique design features which set it 
apart from its competitors. Its up to 
date, patented inverter technology 
and composite construction have 
resulted in a powerful and high 
performance jet, arguably the best 
performing jet on the market today. 

Constantly striving to create pool 
products which are both robust and 
versatile whilst ecologically conscious 
and energy efficient, The Wave is 
the most recent offering from the 
HeatForm portfolio- an attractive, 
above-ground, solar-powered 
slatted cover system. 
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BEACON OF LIGHT
C O M P A N Y  P R O F I L E  |  L I G H T H O U S E  P O O L S

E X P A N S I O N  C O N T I N U E S  F O R  I N D E P E N D E N T  D I S T R I B U T O R …
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 Against The Flow 
Designed and manufactured in 
the UK by HeatForm, the Velocity 
counter-current system has been 
created after years of research and 
development to produce the most 
powerful and pleasant resistant-
swimming experience.

At its heart, Velocity is powered 
by a 4kW 5hp inverter driven motor. 
This motor has been designed 
to utilise the latest in inverter 
drive technology to give a fully 
variable and adjustable swimming 
experience.

THE SPECIALIST 
POOL DISTRIBUTOR

The latest Analyt is a highly efficient and precise automatic measurement, 
control and dosing system for swimming pool water care. Its wide range of 
connection options for external devices means that it can also act as the main 
control unit for a swimming pool. It can be used to control the pool’s circulation 
pump, lighting, heating, and much more. As a result, many control equipment 
items are no longer needed, noticeably reducing costs. This ensures high 
functionality and the greatest possible reliability.

 Complex Things Made Simple!
Lighthouse Pools is proud to have been chosen by world-leading BAYROL as the 
UK’s exclusive distributor of its extensive range of water treatment products.
BAYROL has been a true expert in the field of water treatment for swimming 
pools and spas for over 65 years. No matter whether you want to maintain your 
pool with salt, liquid chlorine, bromine or active oxygen, our range contains the 
perfect automatic solution to meet your requirements.

Lighthouse is a small and dynamic, independent pool distribution 
business, which takes pride in its client-focused, old-school business 
values of hard work, integrity and innovation.

As we only distribute the very best pool equipment available, we are 
able to provide a unique service benefiting from our very close links with the 
manufacturers. To find out more about each of our brands please visit the 
relevant section on our website.

At Lighthouse, we believe customer loyalty is firmly based on an ability to 
listen to and work with our clients. Not only do we source and provide the 
best products on the market but supply them, in most instances, exclusively, 
protecting vital price points and offering the best value we can.

01752 253525
info@lighthousepools.co.uk
www.lighthousepools.co.uk
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 Fresh Approach 
Great news for commercial pools, Polytropic 
heat pumps are dedicated to reducing the 
environmental impact of swimming pools 
through its fresh approach, innovative 
technologies and alternative methods.  

The Polytropic range is wide-ranging, 
innovative and enables you to respond precisely 
to the specific needs of your pools and to the 
new energy challenges that characterise it.

 Cleaner Pool Sweeps 
Available from stock through Lighthouse Pools, 
the Aquabot range of commercial robotic 
pool cleaners are a stand-out solution for the 
commercial pool market.

The Aquabot minimises downtime thanks to 
its smart navigation algorithm which calculates 
the optimum cleaning route with every use. 
Combined with market-leading suction 
technology and an advanced water filtration 
system, cleaning is quick and efficient ensuring  
a safe and hygienic swimming environment.

One size never fits all, so Aquabot offer 
a broad choice to complete the best fit for 
your pool with its Aquarius, Magnum Junior, 
MagnumUltramax Junior, Ultramax options.

 Eco-Friendly Swimming 
HeatForm insulated pool panels are the convenient and eco-friendly 
way to build a high quality in-ground or above-ground swimming 
pool in schools, holiday parks, health clubs or hotel settings. 

Manufactured in Devon, UK with insulation made from 100% 
recycled PETbottles, HeatForm can reduce your pool’s energy usage 
by up to 50% compared to a traditional in-ground concrete pool.

Make your dream pool a reality, putting exercise, fun and relaxation 
within easy reach of your lifestyle and budget while doing your bit, to 
save the planet.
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Cover Story 
Coverseal automatic safety covers, available from Lighthouse Pools, 
comply with the most exacting safety standards, particularly NF P90-
308 of December 2013. 

The great care given to selecting the materials used and 
an exclusive locking system enable your pool to be made safe 
effectively, regardless of your required size and shape. The high 
resilience of the membrane means that it will bear the weight of one 
or a number of persons, particularly your children and pets.

The patented Coverseal system is the only safety cover to work 
using solar power and batteries, rather than hydraulic or electrics, 
making it an ideal solution for both new and existing pools. The 
membranes and end covers  available in a broad range of colours, to 
suit all environments. 
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To find out more please call Astral on:

Tel: 01329 514000  
Email: sales@astralpooluk.com 
 www.astralpool.com

THE POWER HOUSE  
OF UK WATER LEISURE 

Filters • Pumps • Environmental Control • LEDs • Tiled Spas
Stainless Steel Pools • Modular SKY Pools • Competition Equipment

Offering unrivalled project support

www.astralpool.co.uk

To find out more please call Astral on:

Tel: 01329 514000  
Email: sales@astralpooluk.com 
 www.astralpool.com

THE POWER HOUSE  
OF UK WATER LEISURE 

Filters • Pumps • Environmental Control • LEDs • Tiled Spas
Stainless Steel Pools • Modular SKY Pools • Competition Equipment

Offering unrivalled project support
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A S T R A L P O O L  U K
E sales@astralpooluk.com
T 01329 514000
www.astralpool.com

With superior stock levels and 
unrivalled technical knowledge 
to support customers across the 
water leisure sector, AstralPool 
UK aims to be your number one 
choice of supplier in 2023 and 
beyond. 

The team offers one of the most 
extensive ranges of commercial 
swimming pool equipment available 
on the market as part of the giant 

Fluidra family of global businesses. 
Crucially, the UK team backs this 
worldwide domination with its close-
knit UK team who are able to offer 
unrivalled product knowledge, advice 
and support.

In a nutshell, AstralPool UK offers 
everything that is required to build, 
refurbish and maintain commercial 
pools, hotel pools, holiday park pools, 
health clubs and wellness centres.

The AstralPool UK team has settled 
into its new base in Hampshire 
offering state-of-the-art training 
and conference facilities, the latest 
chapter in a formidable AstralPool UK 
story that began in the mid-80s.

The AstralPool UK catalogue is 
available on-line and is packed with 
everything from familiar and reliable 
core plant room products with some 
stand-out additions such as the 
Senext pool pump and the Heatstar 
environment control system.

Don’t miss the extended range of 
Zodiac products this year and the 
opportunity to build new life into tired 
pools by adding upgrades such as 
stainless-steel finishes and unrivalled 
options for moving water features.
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PLAYING TO THEIR 
STRENGTHS 

C O M P A N Y  P R O F I L E  |  A S T R A L P O O L  U K

www.astralpool.co.uk

To find out more please call Astral on:

Tel: 01329 514000  
Email: sales@astralpooluk.com 
 www.astralpool.com

THE POWER HOUSE  
OF UK WATER LEISURE 

Filters • Pumps • Environmental Control • LEDs • Tiled Spas
Stainless Steel Pools • Modular SKY Pools • Competition Equipment

Offering unrivalled project support
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ALL BASES COVERED

VIC pumps SUPER SILENT
AstralPool UK prides itself in being able to offer a choice of 
pumps that are the true workhorse of any swimming pool 
filtration system.
The self-priming Victoria Plus Silent pump from AstralPool 
UK offers a low noise level between 61dB and 70dB.
Boasting excellent energy saving credentials and 
optimised filtration quality the Victoria Plus Silent pump is 
built to withstand the hot environments and high levels of 
humidity associated with swimming pool environments.

AstralPool UK offers the equipment and the 
know-how to ensure commercial pools, in both 
the private and public operator sectors, are run 
efficiently and effectively.

With good hydraulics and filtration, swimming pools 
that are being chlorinated in accordance with current 
recommendations and best practices, offer sufficient 
protection to offset health anxieties as experienced with 
the COVID-19 virus.

Mostly available from stock, AstralPool UK offer a 
packed offering of reliable core essential swimming pool 
products.

Bursting with 7,000 premium, tried and tested 
products, the AstralPool catalogue is available on-line. 
Here are just a few of the 2023 highlights but check out 
our full range on-line at your convenience.

01329 514 000
sales@astralpooluk.com 
www.astralpool.com

ALL-IN-ONE
AstralPool has all bases covered 
when it comes to core plant room 
components such as filters.
The filtration system is one of the most 
important components of a pool. It is 
the main way of cleaning the water 
as it removes impurities and makes 
the water suitable for swimming.
There are different types of filter: 
sand or glass filters (the most popular 
as they require little maintenance), 
cartridge filters (replaceable, with 
very low water consumption).

SILENT SKIMMER
Launched this year, the new 
Skimmer Unik offers an innovative 
skimmer designed to integrate 
so harmoniously into your pool 
that you’ll almost forget it’s there. 
Designed in ABS under European 
quality standards and with a 5-year     
warranty. 
The top cover comes in four colours  
of white, beige, grey and anthracite 
and up to five colours to customise 
the skimmer mouth (in addition to 
these, there is also a stainless-steel 
finish. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTRAL
The market-leading heat pump 
manufacturer, Heatstar, has been 
operating for over 40 years and 
for more than half of that time, 
the company had a close, working 
relationship with AstralPool UK.
Heatstar produce an unrivalled range 
of modern and highly energy efficient 
environmental control systems for 
commercial swimming pools offering 
both pre-sales and post sales UK 
coverage.
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THE EASIER LIFE 
The new Pro Elyo Touch features a redesigned 
interface to make life easier, and the control 
screen is now located on the front instead 
of the side of the machine for greater 
convenience. The display has been upgraded 
from mechanical and digital to an intuitive wide 
LED touchscreen with even greater information: 
users can see the active operation mode, 
program the machine, water temperature, 
activate/deactivate the turbo or silent modes, 
as well as access the system settings.  

COMMERCIAL SPAS 
The Roma hot tub is for 9 people (9 seats + 0 loungers), designed  
for public facilities and professional use. This hot tub is designed to 
be in-ground or lined. It requires a filtration system and surge tank.  
Ask the team about the extensive range of spa designs available  
for the commercial wet leisure sector from acrylic, to tiled and 
stainless steel finishes. 

STURDY AND ROBUST 
Designers specifically for public and communal swimming pools 
such as hotel, campsites, sports centres and water park, AstralPool 
recommends the Vortrax series for the daily maintenance of 
communal swimming pools, cleaning the bottoms and walls of small 
and medium sized pools up to 25m.

Easy and effortless to operate, the Vortrax robotic cleaners are 
sturdy and resistant to intensive daily use in small and media-sized 
public pools.
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AUTOMATIC CONTROL
The dosage and regulation of 
your swimming pool maintenance 
products, such as chlorine 
and oxygen, distributing the 
required quantity of product, 
at the right time and without 
risk of overdosing thanks to the 
automatic injection of the dosers. 
This ensures that you always have 
the right amount of product in 
your pool.

SHINING EXAMPLES 
If you are looking for a stand-out design for your 
hotel or top drawer wet leisure facility, then look 
no further than the AstralPool range of stainless 
steel pool options. 

CUTTING EDGE 
The ARCO and ARCOMAX have been specially 
developed by Zodiac for intensive use in 
medium to large-sized pools up to 50m. 
By developing cutting-edge technology with a 
constantly innovative outlook, Zodiac offer high 
quality product with a customer-orientated 
approach.



New Glass Media
An environmentally friendly 
filter media and a viable 
alternative to sand; made 
from glass recycled in 
the UK, it doesn’t involve 
intrusive mining and the use 
of scarce resources. Certikin 
Glass Media undergoes a 
unique washing process 
using 100% rainwater to 
become the best, safest 
and purest non-activated 
glass media available on 
the market.

As the UK’s market leader, Certikin has a 
long-established history of delivering quality 
products for a range of commercial projects. 
This is backed up by unrivalled support and 
service giving you the complete package to 
make Certikin your one stop supplier.

VGE Pro UV Systems
Designed to keep water free of algae, bacteria 
and fungi in a large commercial pool. The range 
includes four different size units all of which 
include a 316 stainless steel chamber, 16,000 
hour lamp life and easy bulb replacement 
system.

HDPE Products 
Certikin can produce and size or shape grating in virtually any 
colour, along with a wide range of other engineered plastic items 
from inlets covers to main drain grille and even steam diffusers.

Dolphin Commercial Pool 
Cleaners
Gain heavy-duty pool and pool water cleaning 
performance with exceptional reliability. Dolphin 
commercial robots are electronic pool cleaners 
that promise – and deliver – long-term, cost-
effective operation. With proven solutions for 
any commercial pool, from small public pools 
to the largest, professional and Olympic-sized 
pools, Dolphin is the ideal pool cleaner choice.
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Calorex Delta
A hybrid fresh air dehumidification 
and ventilation system with dynamic 
heat pump energy recovery to 
swimming pool water and air, 
enabling a comfortable environment 
for the pool in the most efficient way. 
Designed and engineered in the
UK, the Calorex Delta takes full 
control of the entire indoor pool 
environment and pool water heating 
making it the ultimate environmental 
control system with a range to suit 
pools of every size.

Commercial Spas 
The Certikin Iberspa range of commercial overflow acrylic 
spas offers five models to suit all size leisure facilities. 
These spas come with all jets, air fittings and flow fittings 
pre-plumbed. The spas are robust making them ideal for 
the heavy use environment that is found in commercial 
settings. Sizes start at 2.28m square and go up to 3.8m 
stretched octagon.

Hypo-Gen Electro 
Chlorinator
For the safe onsite generation of low 
concentration sodium hypochlorite 
that reduces risk associated with 
the handling of chemicals. Given its 
modular design, Hypo-Gen systems 
can be used on multiple applications 
on a single site. For example, a leisure 
centre could use a single generator 
to treat both their pool and spa or 
pool plus learner pool.

BP Pumps
The workhorse of the commercial plant 
room, the reliable and dependable BP pump 
range covers a wide range of flows and 
working heads.  Available from 3hp to 15hp in 
3000rpm and 1450rpm.  The BP pump range 
works seamlessly with the Certikin range of 
commercial inverters to provide energy savings.

SLX Filters 
The SLX range covers every need for 
commercial filters from 1.05m Dia up
to 3.00m Dia and can be supplied 
with all the accessories you need 
for your commercial installations. 
Available in 2.5 bar or 4 bar operating 
pressure with 1m or 1.2m bed depth 
available, the filters can be lateral or 
nozzle plate design and have hatches 
and sight glasses located to suit your 
plant room layout.

Inverters
Becoming more and more 
popular as a cost saving 
device, the commercial range of 
inverters covers pump sizes from 
3hp up to 15hp and can be fitted 
to most existing installations. A 
pump that can have its Hertz 
rating turned down from 50Hz to 
40Hz can save potentially 48% of 
the energy to run that pump.
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G O L D E N  C O A S T
E. swimmer@goldenc.com 
T. 01271 378100
www.goldenc.com

Golden Coast is one of the UK’s 
leading wet leisure distributors, 
supplying pool, spa, sauna and 
steam products from some of 
the world’s biggest brands. From 
lighting, heaters and cleaning 
equipment to control panels, 
water treatment solutions and 
accessories, Golden Coast 
makes it easy to source the 
products you need.

Renowned for its pioneering 
initiatives and dedication to 
customer service, Golden Coast 
has a well-earned reputation, 
even winning the People’s Choice 
Award for South & Southwest Family 
Business of the Year 2020. 

Golden Coast recently entered a 
new era following its merger with PPG. 

The significant industry milestone saw 
both distributors combine resources 
and expertise to create the largest 
catalogue of wet leisure products on 
the market. 

BIGGER AND BETTER

Golden Coast customers can 
choose from a comprehensive 
range of cutting-edge services and 
best-in-class products, backed 
by customer service teams that 
continually deliver the high levels of 
support associated with the Golden 
Coast name.

Operating from sites in Barnstaple 
and Newbury, Golden Coast is 
overseen by General Manager Adam 
Clark. 

“Golden Coast has a long history 

of delivering quality brands and 
building strong partnerships with our 
customers, and we intend to build on 
that,” says Adam. “We are growing 
our teams and have some exciting 
product launches on the horizon. 
We are always striving to add value 
for our customer wherever we can, 
whether that’s through matching 
them with innovative products 
that can save them time, energy 
and money, or by offering ongoing 
technical support and training. 

“We also want to offer as much 
support as possible to the wider 
sector, which is why we have been 
running our Annual Wet Leisure 
Industry Survey for over 10 years. By 
giving everyone that works in our 
sector the chance to feed back on 
the challenges and opportunities 
they face, we can share insights 
that might benefit the industry as a 
whole.”
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QUALITY 
SELECTION

 Aquadeck 
Sleek and stylish Aquadeck watertight pool covers are 
available with PVC or solar polycarbonate slats, plus there 
are seven installation options for perfect integration.

Golden Coast has one of the industry’s largest 
collections of wet leisure products. Featuring 
the biggest names in the industry, its catalogue 
includes everything you need to maintain, clean 
and enhance a pool, spa, sauna and steam room. 

Contact the expert sales team to get product 
recommendations best suited for your set up, be 
it bespoke solutions or off-the-shelf components. 
Importantly, Golden Coast provides support beyond 
your purchase, and its skilled technical department is on 
hand to offer advice and guidance that will ensure your 
products deliver optimal long-term performance.

01271 378100
swimmer@goldenc.com 
www.goldenc.com

 Calplas filters  
Calplas industrial polyester 

pool filters are reinforced for 
watertightness and corrosion 
resistance, and feature top diffusers, 
distribution arms and internal piping 
to ensure optimal water flow, filtration 
and efficiency.

 DA-GEN 
Used in combination with Dryden 
Daisy ®, the Dryden Aqua Generator 
is a pool controller and hydrolyser 
that uses advanced oxidation 
technology to remove phosphates 
and disinfect water.

 SubAqua  
The innovative and robust EVA Optic 
SubAqua underwater LED pool light 
monitors temperature and adjusts 
performance to ensure maximum 
lifespan, while offering perfect colour 
mixing with minimal glare. 
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 Tylö 
Golden Coast has been supplying world-renowned Tylö saunas, steam rooms 
and accessories for over 40 years, offering the highest levels of quality and 
craftsmanship, including bespoke sauna models built to your requirements. 

 Dryden DAISY®+ 
Dryden DAISY®+ is an integrated 
swimming pool treatment system 
that minimises the need for chlorine 
and improves filtration to prevent 
the growth of algae and bacteria. 
The result? Exceptionally clean, clear 
water.
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 X-Warrior  
The intelligent X-Warrior wireless 
robotic pool cleaner uses AI to plan 
an efficient cleaning path and runs 
for 10 hours on a single charge.

 PPG Pump Deluxe 
The quiet and efficient self-priming 
PPG Pump Deluxe incorporates 
trademark qualities from renowned 
pump brands as well as state-of-
the-art technology.

 AFM 
Activated Filter Media is a self-
sterilising substitute for pool filter 
sand. Composed of processed glass, 
it expands its surface area by 300 
percent and prevents bacterial 
growth for optimal pool disinfection.

EVAStream 
The powerful EVA Optic EVAstream 
counter-current unit is available 
as either a recessed model for new 
pools or a surface-mounted model 
for existing pools, and only requires a 
single-phase power supply.
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Having earned an unrivalled 
reputation as the water 
leisure industry’s performance 
barometer, the 2022 UK Pool 
& Spa Awards underlined a 
post-pandemic emphasis on 
family wellness that is driving 
sustained investment in 
swimming pools and wellbeing.

A whopping 22 companies 
won an overall category award in 
the 2022 UK Pool & Spa Awards 
presentations that were the biggest 
in the competition’s 12-year history. 

A staggering 27 companies 
achieved a Gold Standard providing 
them, their business and the 
industry as a whole, with a priceless 
promotional platform.

Showcasing the very best 
examples of pool and spa design 
from across the country, and around 
the world, the UK Pool & Spa Awards 

competition featured projects and 
products across 225 entries from 60 
companies.

Energy efficiency and eco-
measures remain at the top of 
the agenda for water leisure with 
this year’s stand-out swimming 

pool project is being marketed as 
‘probably the world’s most caron-
neutral’ pool. 

FOCAL POINT
The winning project was a 

collaboration between Love2Swim 
and AquaBlue Design with a 
Polypool heat-retaining panel 
system at its focal point. The 
pool is managed and controlled 
by a Propure Ultra Low Chlorine 
Treatment with an internet 
connection via Vistapool app. This 
allows Love2Swim to access and 
monitor the pool chemical levels, 
temperature, and filtration timings.

An Heatstar AHU is maintaining 
the room environment (room 
temperature 31C) and humidity (60%) 

2022 THE DEEP END

PERFORMANCE 
BAROMETER

S T A N D - O U T  C O M M E R C I A L  W A T E R  L E I S U R E  A C H I E V E M E N T S …

Top honours for the Britannia Leisure Centre and water play specialists, Ustigate. 

A staggering 27 companies achieved 
a Gold Standard in the 2022 UK Pool 
& Spa Awards. Pic. Serco Leisure
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with fans running at 75% capacity. 
The Solar PV supplies energy to 
power the ASHP and GSHPs (x3) 
with spare capacity directed at the 
house and Tesla batteries. Any spare 
battery capacity is recharged as 
required utilising cheaper/overnight 
electrical tariffs. 

The pool, people would most like 
to swim in, was the Britannia Leisure 
Centre pool, a project by Ustigate 
alongside architects Faulkner 
Browns and leisure operators, GLL. 
Another stand-out winner was 
Aquascapes who scooped the 

prestigious title of Outstanding Pool 
Design Of The Year for its £1m glass 
bottomed pool on the rooftop of 
the redeveloped Blackfriars Crown 
Court building in London.

Already appreciated by 45,000 
new users annually, Water-i.d. 
GmbH from Germany, beat off 
strong competition to scoop the 
title of Pool Product of The Year with 
its latest water testing model, the 
PoolLab 2.0. 

There was also a stand-out win 
for Neuman Aqua popular winners 
of UK Pool Team Of The Year and 

a memorable night for the multi 
award-winning company.

Serco Leisure completed an 
outstanding hat trick when they 
were crowned Water Leisure 
Operators Of The Year for the third 
year in succession.

The top honour for Pool Supplier 
Of The Year went to Certikin at a 
time that has seen the company 
move headquarters, change 
managing director and future-proof 
its position as the UK’s biggest 
supplier of water leisure specialist 
equipment. 

Aqua Platinum Projects, a 
company that has continued 
to invest in both expertise and 
reputation, as masters in the 
provision of wellness and water 
facility provision, were awarded the 
title of Pool Contractor Of The Year.

The event saw the first of five 
Special Achievement Awards 
presented to Miles Laflin, The Pool 
Guy from Bedfordshire who has 
gathered more than one million 
followers on You Tube and 13.7 
million – and counting – followers 
on Tik Tok. 

MEDAL-WINNING
A stand-out performance by the 

AstralPool team in the provision of 
the Commonwealth Games training 
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   A whopping 22 companies won 
an overall category award in the 
2022 UK Pool & Spa Awards.

Topline Pools & 
Wellness won 
top billing in the 
category for Pools 
In A Hospitality 
Setting.
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pool was also rewarded with a 
Special Achievement Award. 

A rare Lifetime Achievement 
Award was presented to Bob Kent 
of Msi as the event, and a standing 
ovation, recognised on his unique 
contribution to the water leisure 
sector. The founder of Certikin, Bob 
retired for all of one day, after selling 
the company before launching 
MSi, that has gone on to become 
the successful global suppliers of 
Jolly Gel, Zeoclere and the VacAlert 
safety device. 

With each sponsor involved in 
the judging process, a record 22 
judges were involved in the 2022 
decision-making as winners across 
30 categories were confirmed at the 

presentation event in December. 
When considering swimming 

pool projects, the jury looked at 
construction, product and design 
as well as overall appeal. Covering 
both home and public pool and 
spa facilities, The UK Pool and Spa 
Awards is the only competition open 
to everyone involved in the provision 
of water leisure, regardless of their 
trade association affiliation.

All entrants are awarded gold, 
silver or bronze standard in a 
contest that attracted over 2,000 
on-line votes, as well as votes from 
specialist judges, before being 
scrutinised by an independent jury, 
making it the most robust contest in 
the industry.

COMMERCIAL POOL 
AWARDS
Commercial Pool Project of the Year 
– The Chelsea Barracks P4, Neuman 
Aqua

Pool Product of the Year
– PoolLab 2.0 by Water ID

Commercial Pool Refurbishment of 
the Year – Pipeline Leisure

Health & Wellness Commercial 
Project  of the year 
– Topline Pools & Wellness

Health & Wellness Product of the 
year – Good Boost

Best Swimming Pool in a Hospitality 
Setting –Topline Pools & Wellness

Water Leisure Operator of the Year 
– Serco Leisure

Water Leisure Venue of the Year 
– Britannia Leisure Centre, Ustigate 
Waterplay

Outstanding Pool Design of the Year
– Aquascapes

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARDS:
AstralPool – The Commonwealth 
Games training pool

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD:
Bob Kent – MSI – for services to the 
water leisure industry

The Good Boost wellness system won many fans in the UK Pool & Spa Awards. 

Pipeline Leisure transformed this pool taking Commercial Pool 
Refurbishment Of The Year. 

This Neuman Aqua project at the Chelsea Barracks, won the 
title of best Commercial Pool Project.



GIVING WATER LEISURE BUSINESS
AN UNRIVALLED MARKETING BOOST

A HUGE THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS!

The National Conference Centre, Coventry Rd, Solihull B92 0EJ
Thursday 7th December 2023
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COMMERCIAL POOLUK
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Aquality Leisure

Aquality Leisure is a widely experienced company 
specialising in a design, supply and installation service to 
suit individual requirements. 
From relatively modest domestic swimming pools and 
hotel spa developments to commercial swimming pools, 
spa and hydro pools, saunas and steam rooms, the 
company’s aim is to provide a quality comprehensive 
service that is second to none within the swimming pool 
industry.
Aquality Leisure offers both pro-active and reactive 
servicing and repair works at very competitive rates.  
Their proactive service contracts are designed to 
minimise breakdowns and keep your facility running at 
the optimum level; these can be tailored to suit individual 
requirements. 
Aquality Leisure also offer a reactive call-out service 
that is available 24/7 and a wide range of technical 
informationregarding design and construction for 
architects and specifiers.

BARR + WRAY

With over 50 years’ experience in Swimming Pool 
Filtration & Water Treatment, Barr + Wray’s Aftersales 
Division offer bespoke comprehensive Service and 
Maintenance contracts nationwide.
Our contracts include full technical support and 
emergency response services from our highly trained, 
qualified engineers.
These engineers are strategically positioned throughout 
the UK to deliver the level of service we strive to achieve.
Our contracts can be designed around your 
requirements, which gives you control over the length of 
contract and frequency of our visits.
We are relentless in our commitment to deliver a service 
which meets and exceeds our client’s expectations 
throughout the UK.

• Services offered include:

• Pool Plant service + 
maintenance

• Sauna + Steam room servicing

• Emergency Callout

• Accredited Pool Plant Training

• Plant refurbishment

• Sub Aqua Services

• Variable Speed Drive Installation

• Circulation Pump Upgrades

• UV installation + servicing

• Ozone installation + servicing

• Myrtha Pool relines + repairs

• Control panel upgrades

• Technical Support

• Balance Tank Cleaning

• Sub Aqua Services

• Filter Refurbishments

• Energy Saving Initiatives

• Carbon Reduction

• Commercial Pool Lining

HEAT RECOVERY  
VENTILATION SYSTEM
The Phoenix EC represents the 
optimum and uncompromised 
environmental control solution for 
the highest specification indoor 
swimming pools.

Contact Heatstar at: info@heatstar.com 

Aquality Leisure
01307 490171
info@aqualityleisure.net
www.aqualityleisure.net 

Barr + Wray 
0141 882 9991
sales@barrandwray.com
www.barrandwray.com

KE Y:  NATIONWIDE  NORTHERN ENGLAND  ENGLAND & NORTH WALES  SOUTH WEST ENGLAND  ENGLAND & WALES 
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MY POOL DIRECt

MY Pool Direct® is a trusted UK swimming pool supplier 
based in Essex known for selling quality One-Piece 
Fibreglass Swimming Pools.
Our knowledgeable team has over 17 years of 
experience in the Swimming Pool Industry, being one 
of the main distributors for some of the leading pool 
manufacturers in Europe.
Over 1800 residential and commercial one-piece 
swimming pools have been sold manufacturer-direct 
throughout the United Kingdom and Europe.
Our EXCLUSIVE Bespoke Dura Polymer Pools combined 
with the option of an Enclosure is an incredible 
investment for your venue.
An inground pool is a perfect solution for quality family 
time, adult leisure, and entertaining!  By installing one of 
our affordable swimming pools, you will be enhancing 
the appeal of your garden and on some occasions 
adding value to your property.  If you are a holiday home 
or other such business, our fibreglass pools will help 
attract families and other holiday makers.      
Please see our popular website for more information and 
pool styles to suit your venue.

Sterling Hydrotech

Established in 1988, Sterling is a swimming pool filtration 
and water treatment specialist. We design, supply, install 
and service Filtration & Water Treatment equipment 
throughout the UK.
With a focus on commercial leisure facilities, we offer a 
comprehensive range of equipment to create a cleaner, 
safer and healthier pool environment. Whether you 
need spare parts or maintenance or a complete turnkey 
project - we will provide a quality solution that you can 
depend upon with confidence.
Our services include:

• Plant Room Design and Install

• Service and Maintenance 

Contracts

• Filter Replacement

• Emergency Breakdown Cover

• Filter Media Replacement

• Balance Tank Cleans

• Pumps and Inverter Drives

• HSE Diving Services

• Heat Exchangers

• Spare Parts

• Pipework Repairs

• Sauna and Steam Room Service

• UV Systems

• Leak Detection

Sterling Hydrotech Ltd
01246 857000
sales@sterling-hydrotech.co.uk
www.sterling-hydrotech.co.uk

My Pool Direct
01268 710 425
b2b.mypooldirect.com  

Adopting a problem solving approach, Sterling 
Hydrotech provides a bespoke and quality solution to 
suit the requirements of each individual project. 

POOL 
ENTRAPMENT  
PROTECTION

Contact MSI at: 
sales@mineralsi.com 

Fitting a Vac-Alert  
Safety System 
can prevent terrifying  
pool accidents and  
bring peace of mind.

HYDROSPEC PROJECT 



Correct Flow Engineering   

With over 35 years experience in swimming pool 
operations, Correct Flow offer a complete range of 
professional and comprehensive pool services covering 
all your needs throughout the north of England from 
installation, service and aftercare.
Our expertise covers both domestic and commercial 
clients specifically:

RG POOLS & LEISURE

With over two decades of experience in the Swimming 
Pool and Leisure Industry RG Pools and Leisure Ltd has 
gained an impressive client list including local authorities, 
NHS Trust, school hydrotherapy pools, health clubs, trust 
operated pools, campsites, holiday lets and hotel chains. 
We pride ourselves on our excellent customer service 
and after sales care.

•  Water treatment and filtration 

• Independent surveys 

• Consultancy service 

• Water Chemistry Analysis and Advice

• Service and maintenance schedules 

• New build and pool upgrades 

• Automatic Dosing Systems 

•  UV disinfection 

• Energy efficiency 

•  Supply of chemicals and swim accessories

• Commercial Pool Specialists

• Filter Media Replacement

•  Balance Tank Cleaning

• Pool & Plant Surveys

• HSE Qualified Diving Underwater 

Repair Services  

at Competitive Rates

• Automatic Chemical Dosing 

Systems

•  Pool & Plant Room 

Reburbishment

•  Wellness, Saunas, Steam

• Rooms and Hydrotherapy 

• Training 

• Full Plant Room Servicing

• Supply of Chemicals, Pool 

Products and Spares

• UV Installtion & Servicing

• Gas Boiler Installation & 

Servicing

• Water Treatment

•  FGas Registered Air Handling & 

Air Conditioning Installation and 

Servicing

Correct Flow Engineering
01524 380022 
info@correctflow.co.uk
www.correctflow.com

RG Pools & Leisure
01579 340200 / 07412662192
rgpoolsandleisure@gmail.com
www.rgpoolsandleisure.co.uk 
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• Commercial pools

• Specialist SEN hydrotherapy pools

• Renovations & refurbishments

• Filtration & water treatment

• Planned preventative & reactive maintenance

• Heating & environmental controls

• Consultancy and surveys

• Design & build

• Training & education

Hydrospec 

Offering unrivalled experience, Hydrospec provide a 
nationwide design, build and refurbishment service 
across all aspects of commercial and hydrotherapy 
pools. A one-stop source for the most up to date 
regulations and operational standards, Hydrospec 
specialises in:

Hydrospec
01277 225416
info@hydrospec.co.uk
www.hydrospec.co.uk

2023www.poolandspascene.com

VIC FILTER TANK

Astral Pool UK
sales@astralpooluk.com

Industrial bobbin wound 
filters with diameters from 
1050 mm to 3000 mm, with 
the corresponding flange 
connections for different 
filtration velocities.

DAISY FILTRATION SYSTEM
At the heart of every 
healthy pool you can find 
a perfect dimensioned 
filtration system.

Contact Pollet at: 
sales@polletpoolgroup.co.uk

D
IR

E
C

T
O

R
Y

D
IR

E
C

T
O

R
Y

MY POOL DIRECT PROJECT 



P.34

Historic Pools of Britain (HPB), 
a membership organisation, 
run by a voluntary board of 
trustees, was set up in 2015 
to celebrate, champion and 
campaign for historic pools by 
providing a shared voice and 
opportunity for mutual support 
and learning.

Pool members include one 
recognised by the World 
Monuments Fund (Moseley Road 
Baths, Birmingham); one that was 
damaged by a Luftwaffe bomb 
during World War II (Peterborough 
Lido) and another that for a while 
was used as a trout farm (Cleveland 
Pools, Bath). 

All have their own unique story 
and depend on the hard work and 
dedication of volunteers that has 
seen many of them brought back 
to life, and campaigns launched to 
save others.

In addition to the 30 pool 
members there are dozens more 
historic pools across the UK, some of 
which are actively working to restore 
or re-invent themselves, while others 
are falling into decay. 

Chairman of Historic Pools of 
Britain Amanda Harwood, herself 
a keen swimmer and underwater 
photographer, believes this 
represents a huge opportunity to 
attract new members. 

“Our aim is to bring together 
people with a common interest 

from architects and historians to 
swimmers and enthusiasts who feel 
as we do, that these historic pools 
have an important part to play 
and should be seen as an asset 
rather than a liability,” she said. With 
that in mind, HPB also welcomes 
individual and corporate members, 
anyone who shares their aim of 
preserving and conserving the 
country’s architectural, social and 
cultural swimming heritage.

While many pools have been 
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“These historic pools 
have an important 
part to play and should 
be seen as an asset 
rather than a liability.”
Amanda Harwood , Chairman  
- Historic Pools of Britain

    The view from the viewing gallery of the main pool at Bramley Baths.
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listed or placed on the ‘at risk’ 
register by English Heritage for their 
protection, the cost of maintenance 
combined with the fact many of 
these gems have already been 
lost, HPB remains vigilant and 
open to inquiries from any pool of 
significance, even those built after 
1945. Actor and travel writer Griff 
Rhys Jones, who fronted the first 
BBC television series ‘Restoration’ 
in 2003 believes that communities 
need their history. Quoted recently 
in a newspaper article, he said: 
“The best solution is to invest in 

what makes our cities worthwhile… 
romance, heritage, conservation, 
elegance and history” – sentiments 
echoed by Historic Pools of Britain.

AT RISK
The organisation can trace its 

beginnings to Victoria Baths in 
Manchester, a unique and iconic 
structure of national significance 

thanks to its sheer scale and 
ornate decorative features. The 
baths gained wider prominence 
after winning the first Restoration 
series with prize money of £3m from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund to help 
kick-start its revival. The project 
attracted more public votes than all 
the other 29 finalists put together 
raising its profile and gaining 

ICONIC POOL 
SAVIOURS
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“The best solution is to 
invest in what makes 
our cities worthwhile… 
romance, heritage, 
conservation, elegance 
and history.”
  
- Historic Pools of Britain

The new paddling 
pool at Cleveland 
features underwater 
tiling based on 
children’s artwork.
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momentum well beyond the Greater 
Manchester area. 

Having fallen into ‘rack and 
ruin’ after being closed in 1993, 
the baths today have been 
partially transformed into a thriving 
community and cultural space, 
with more to come. This is thanks 
in no small part to the energy and 
dedication of Gill Wright, a volunteer 
and later project development 

manager for over 20 years, founder 
of Historic Pools of Britain. 

Other pools came to visit, seeking 
advice and sharing their own story, 
sowing the seeds for what became 
HPB. 

SEASIDE LIDOS
One of only four remaining seaside 

lidos in the country, trustees of 
the Grange Lido in Cumbria are 

working closely with South Lakeland 
District Council to bring about a full 
restoration of the site. The aim is to 
transform the Thirties lido, closed 
since 1993, into a community-owned 
leisure facility with a 50m swimming 
pool at its heart. Phase I is soon to 
start, thanks to £4.3 million council 
funding to improve and strengthen 
the sea defences, terracing and 
central pavilion.

The main pool at 
Peterborough Lido, 
recently refurbished 
with new cubicles, 
lockers and café 
facilities

   A classic Art Deco design for Peterborough Lido, a seasonal pool operated by the city council.
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Still largely intact, although in 
a state of decay since its closure, 
an extensive restoration project is 
underway to reinvent the Art Deco 
pavilion and reunite it with the 
landscape, to serve as a community 
hub with facilities also for walkers 
and beachgoers.

Bramley Baths in Leeds is a 
prominent example of a community-
run enterprise managed with a 
strong business focus that has seen 
it go from strength to strength since 

it was acquired from the council in 
2013. Opened in 1904 it retains many 
of its Edwardian features and is 
proud of its long heritage.

Bramley is one of hundreds of 
pools built across the country 
following the Baths and Wash-
Houses Act of 1846. The boom in 
late 19th and early 20th century 
municipally owned pools was more 
to do with public health and hygiene 
rather than swimming for pleasure. 
The government of the day wanted 
to improve public health at a time 
when diseases such as cholera were 
rife, families living cheek-by-jowl in 
poor conditions. 

The Act set out a requirement for 
public washing facilities to be made 
available and while many were 
simple and functional, others were 
constructed by wealthy merchants 
and philanthropists who used the 
very best materials and state-of-

the art design and engineering 
techniques to create a long-
lasting memorial. Victoria Baths 
in Manchester is a magnificent 
example among its very finest 

features are more than 100 stained 
glass windows and panels, which 
can cost up to £20,000 each to 
restore. 

As with all HPB member pools, 
this ongoing multi-million-
pound project to preserve the 
building is underpinned by a 

strong community-engagement 
programme and a diverse offering of 
recreational and cultural events. 

Community support is also 
evident at newly restored Cleveland 

Pools, opened in late summer to 
national acclaim after a near 20-
year campaign of fundraising and 
construction. Cleveland Pools Trust 
was formed to save the 200-year-
old site when it was put up for sale 
by the council after being used as 
trout farm.
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“As with all HPB member 
pools, this ongoing mul-
ti-million-pound project 
to preserve the building is 
underpinned by a strong 
community-engagement.”
 

“More than 100 stained glass windows 
and panels, which can cost up to £20,000 
each to restore.”

   The gala pool will be used occasionally 
for swimming as Victoria Baths continues 
its transformation into a major cultural 
community facility.
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The last remaining Georgian 
lido, it was built partly with public 
subscription for the ‘gentlemen 
of Bath’ after nude bathing was 
banned in the River Avon. It enjoys 
a secluded location and future 
plans include the construction of a 
pontoon to enable river access.

BLUE PLAQUE
Less extravagant, but no 

less important, is the lido in 
Peterborough, opened in 1936 and 
unusually still run by the city council. 
Grade II listed status offers some 
protection despite occasional 
mutterings about the valuable 
potential of the site. It also holds 
a Blue Plaque from Peterborough 
Civic Society, recognising its position 
as one of a handful of ‘reasonably 
unspoiled’ heritage buildings in the 
city.

Built in a classic hacienda style, 
it was the result of a collaboration 
between five architects who 
gave their services free of charge 
to support the community as 

swimming for leisure became more 
popular.

It survived a direct hit from a 
wartime Luftwaffe bomb in 1940, 
and later a fire which brought a 
generous donation from the then 
leader of the council to repair the 
damage. Visitors admire the unique 

weathervane on top of the square 
clock tower depicting the late 
Walter Cornelius, a former lifeguard 
renowned for his eccentric charity 
stunts. Painted in gold, it shows him 
in a pair of home-made wings when 
he attempted to fly over the River 
Nene.

  Work is underway to strengthen 
the sea defences and terracing 
at Grange Lido in Cumbria

With its classic 
modern style, 
Saltdean’s 
architecture captures 
the iconic spirit of 
1930’s architecture.  
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Commercial pool cleaning robots 
from market-leading Zodiac®

Zodiac® is launching two series and four electric robotic cleaners 
designed for public and community swimming pools found at hotels, 

holiday parks, health clubs, sports centres and water parks. 

Using powerful cyclonic suction, 
they efficiently suck up all types 

of debris 

Two models
TXR 7500 iQ  |  TXR 7700 iQ

Specifically developed for 
intensive use in medium to large 

pools up to 50 metres

The Arco and Arcomax range of Vortrax robotic 
cleaners are sturdy and resistant to intensive daily 
use in small and medium-sized public pools and 
are easy and effortless to operate by all.
For over 100 years, Zodiac® has been developing the best 

technology while continually innovating. Zodiac® is a Fluidra® 

brand, a Spanish-listed company specialised in developing and 

selling innovative products and services for the residential and 

commercial pool markets throughout the world. 

01329 51400   |   sales@astralpooluk.com   |   www.astralpool.com
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Swimming pool operators must 
comply with the Health and 
Safety at Work etc Act 1974 and 
the associated regulations. 

That means a proper risk 
assessment of risks to workers and 
users. These risks will be particular to 
the pool but should certainly involve 
observing the detailed guidance 
from the Pool Water Treatment 
Advisory Group, which is enshrined in 
Swimming Pool Water and its code 
of practice. 

None of this will work unless 
there are staff properly trained to 
use the equipment and follow the 
guidelines, endorsed by the Health 
& Safety Executive.

The necessary elements for the 

training of swimming pool technical 
staff are defined in PWTAG’s code of 
practice. It provides pool operators 
with a structured plan for the 
technical operation of their pool.

QUALITY STANDARDS

It ensures that its technical 
operation meets quality standards 
that provide a healthy experience 
for swimmers, using recognised and 
established practices, techniques, 
engineering and design. 

The code is designed, among 

other things, to meet the health 
challenge that the sector has to 
deal with, including covid and 
the chlorine-resistant pathogen, 
Cryptosporidium. 

The code is freely available; all 
swimming pool technical operator 
(SPTO) students can download it, 
and buy Swimming Pool Water at 
discounted rates. 

To meet the needs of both full-
time technical operation and onsite 
supervision, PWTAG has syllabuses 
for two qualifications: 
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PWTAG TAKE 
TRAINING STRAIN

THE NECESSARY 
ELEMENTS for the 
training of swimming 
pool technical staff are 
defined in PWTAG’s 
code of practice.

“PWTAG’s code of practice helps ensure 
swimmers enjoy a healthy swimming experience.”
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• swimming pool technical operator. 
• onsite designated supervisor. 
The syllabus defines the knowledge 
and onsite skills that lead to the 
qualifications. To show the training 
required, PWTAG provides training 
guidance alongside the course 
syllabus – both free to download. 

PWTAG does not deliver training 

and qualifications; these are 
provided by PWTAG-accredited 
training organisations. 

ACCREDITED TRAINERS
To become an accredited 

training provider, organisations 
must demonstrate to PWTAG that 

they have the ability to deliver the 
syllabus, including assessment to 
a quality standard. The standard 
is assured by a rigorous intensive 
review of the materials and methods 
used. 

Candidates who become SPTO 
qualified are entitled to become 
listed on a SPTO register held on the 
PWTAG website and open to public 
view. Registered SPTOs are reminded 
prior to the end of their three-year 
term that they must update the 
currency of their qualification. The 
accredited training organisation, 
and not PWTAG, will provide 
updates.

   A similar registration process and 
publicly available register is to be 
introduced for the onsite designated 
supervisor qualification. 

The UK’s authoritative guidance on swimming 
pools and spas 

“Dedicated solely to raising standards in 
swimming pool water treatment”

Pool Water Treatment  Advisory Group  
chair@pwtag.org |  www.pwtag.org

The standard is 
assured by a rigorous 
intensive review of 
the materials and 
methods used. 

The standard 
is assured by a 
rigorous intensive 
review of the 
materials and 
methods used. 



A packed programme on offer as leading 
industry experts debate current issues including 
innovative water leisure design and planning as 
well as the use of sustainable engineering.

SUSTAINABLE POOL
T H E

23  November 2023

2 0 2 3  P T WA G  C O N F E R E N C E

RD

Buy your tickets online
www.pwtag.org

EASTWOOD HALL,NOTTINGHAM

BOOK 
NOW



P.44

Earlier this year, Swim England 
unveiled its strategic vision 
for the next decade as it aims 
to champion a healthy and 
successful nation through 
swimming.

Access Aquatics sets out the 
national governing body’s key 
priorities to remove the barriers to 
participation and ensure its sports 

and activities are ‘accessible, 
inclusive and safe for everyone’

It recognises the ‘chronic 
challenges’ facing the sector which 
is threatening one of the ‘nation’s 
greatest assets’ and how it plans 
to work with partners to tackle 
inequalities and ensure Access to 
Aquatics for all.

The strategy focuses Swim 

England’s work up until 2033 under 
three areas – capability, people and 
water.

Capability’s guiding objectives 
aims to see a rise in the number 
of children leaving primary school 
able to swim and a reduction in the 
current inequalities in attainment 
levels, increase the total of Water 
Wellbeing accredited sites, grow the 

2022 THE DEEP END

STRATEGIC 
SWIMMING VISION 

T E N  Y E A R  G O A L  T O  A  H E A L T H I E R  N A T I O N …

Swim England 
is promoting 
accessible, inclusive 
and safe swimming 
opportunities for 
everyone.
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number of Swim England members 
and guarantee there is a network 
of financially-robust clubs with the 
structure and partnerships in place 
to support their long-term future.

In addition, capability also 
focuses on a talent system for 
all sports which promotes medal 
success and proactively engages 
and encourages participants 
with high potential from diverse 
backgrounds – and ensure that 
Swim England’s senior national 
teams become increasingly 
representative of the community.

REMOVING BARRIERS
The People focus will aim to 

understand the barriers which 
prevent diverse communities from 
taking part in aquatic activity, 
increase the proportion of under-
represented groups in both 
participation and the workforce 
as well as ensuring high standards 

of safeguarding and welfare 
are embedded across all Swim 
England’s affiliated or associated 
organisations.

Water’s target is to collaborate 
with partners to campaign and 
advocate for the provision of 
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   Swim England champion 
swimming as a life skill with 
multiple rewards.

     One year on from the end of the Birmingham Commonwealth Games, Fit, Fed and Swimming 
Breakfast Clubs have been attended by more than 200 youngsters from 70 schools in the region.
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enough safe and sustainable 
facilities and access to open water 
to support all aquatic activities.

Jane Nickerson, former Swim 
England chief executive said: “We 
are delighted to unveil our new 
strategy which we believe will help 
tackle the many different challenges 
facing our sports over the next 10 
years.

“A key element will be removing 
the barriers to participation as we 
aim to make aquatic activity even 

more safe, inclusive and accessible.
“We’re at the beginning of our 

journey but our goal is to drive 
meaningful change and ensure 
everyone has access to one of the 
nation’s greatest assets.

HEALTHIER NATION
“Swimming is a life skill which 

opens up the door to so many 
possibilities – whether that’s as a 
recreational swimmer wanting to 
use the pool for their physical or 

mental health or youngsters aspiring 
to be an Olympic champion.

“Our great sports can help 
England be a healthier and more 
successful nation and it’s our mission 
to ensure Access to Aquatics for all.

“We’re confident that with the 
help of everyone closely involved 
in aquatics, we can achieve this 
vision.”

“Our great sports can help England be a health-
ier and more successful nation and it’s our 
mission to ensure Access to Aquatics for all.”
Jane Nickerson, Swim England

Swim England’s ten 
year strategy has 
three main focus areas 
-- capability, people 
and water.



Do you want to be part of the Ocea UK 

Dealer Network and offer                               

and                            to your customers? 

Help your customers to train like a pro,  
whatever the size of their pool

We offer full product training.   

Contact us if you are interested in 

joining our growing Dealer Network.

Sales: 01993 707910    |    Email: sales@oceacovers.com
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